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Unit Overview 
Content Area:                           Broadcast Journalism and Multimedia Production 

Unit Title:                                  Understanding Mass Media and Student Rights 

Target Course/Grade Level:   9-12 

Unit Summary:  To understand the different types of media, the roles they play in journalism, the power 

they possess, recognize freedom of the press rights, and be familiar with slander, libel, and illegal abuses of 

the media; to understand the laws and permissions associated with and required for producing material for 

broadcast and publication on the internet.  

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Journalism, Communications, English, and 21st Century Life and 

Careers, Film Production & Studies 

21
st
 century themes:  Media Literacy/Awareness, Current Events 

Unit Rationale:  This unit focuses on introducing students to the various forms of media and the role they 

play in the field and in society.  Since students will eventually be writing for the school paper and producing 

content for publication to the internet, students need to understand their role and the rights they are entitled as 

student-journalists, and also how to avoid certain pitfalls they may face.  In addition, students become 

familiar with legal terms through readings and examples and learn how to avoid committing them while at 

the same time being able to meet their assignments. 

Learning Targets 

Learning Targets:  To read and write over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of task and purposes 

pertaining to the media, student rights, and legal terminology. 
Content Statements 

STANDARD 3.2.12 B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or publication) 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

R1.11-12.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 

course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a 

complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

R1.11-12.3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 

individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of a text. 

R1.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines 

the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text. 

R1.11-12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her 

exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, 

and engaging. 

R1.11-12.6 Determine the author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 

particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text 

leaves matters uncertain. 

RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development 

over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to 

produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements 

of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 

characters are introduced and developed). 

 

 



RL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is 

particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

L.11-12.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and sufficient evidence. 

 Introduce precise, knowledgeable claims, establish the significance of the claims, 

distinguish the claims from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 

logically sequences claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

 Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the 

text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claims and reasons, between 

reasons and evidence, and between claims and counterclaims.   

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 

and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W.11-12.2a Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new 

element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting 

(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

W. 11-12.2b Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 

extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 

appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

W. 11-12.2c Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, 

create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

W. 11-12.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 

and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W. 11-12.2f Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 

or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 

are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of 

Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 11–12 here.) 

W.11-12.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or 

shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or 

information. 

W.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 

when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation. 

W.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 

advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in 

terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to 

maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and 

following a standard format for citation. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12


 Unit Essential Questions 

 What is the role of the media?  What role do 

students have in the media as student-

journalists writing for a school paper and 

publishing online? 

 What rights do student-journalists have in a 

digital setting and a school setting?  

 What rights do they have a journalists? 

 What is censorship?  How does it impact the 

high school journalist?  

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Students will understand the many components 

of the media and the role of each. 

 Students will learn the rights of a student-

journalist through legal cases, professional 

articles, and laws that protect the filmmaker 

and the journalist.  

 Students will learn about the responsibilities 

they have to themselves, their newspaper, to 

the public, and to their readers. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will learn the responsibilities and freedoms they have as a student-journalist.  In addition, they will 

study a few cases (Hazelwood School District vs. Kuhlmeier (1988), Tinker vs. Des Moines School District 

(1969), Bethel School District vs. Fraser (1986) to gain further insight into high standards concerning student 

speech, censorship by administration for various reasons, and prohibition against expression of opinion not 

being permissible under the First and Fourteenth Amendments. Lastly, students will have a clear 

understanding of the role of the media in the “real world” and the world they live in as student-journalists.  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

 Quizzes 

 Unit test 

 Written articles 

 Debate/Discussion 

Equipment needed:  Internet 

Teacher Resources:  School Newspaper Advisor’s Survival Guide 

 
Formative Assessments 

 
  
 

 
 
 

Lesson Plans 
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Introduction to Journalism 

 

 4 days 

Lesson 2 

Rights as a Journalist & a Filmmaker 

 

4 days 

Lesson 3 

Filmmaking & Journalism Terminology 

 

4 days 

Lesson 4 

Understanding the Role of the Media 

6 days 

Lesson 5 

Freedom of the Press Issues 

4 days 

Lesson 6 

Code of Ethics 

3 days 

Lesson 7 

History of Communication 

5 days 

Lesson 8 

Elements of News & Production 

4 days 



Teacher Notes:  
 

Curriculum Development Resources 

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/firstamendment/bethel.html 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0484_0260_ZS.html 

http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/avp/cas/comm/free_speech/tinker.html 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR READING AND LANGUAGE 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 

specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 

supporting details and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, 

and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of 

the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words.1 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 

reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to   

compare the approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

11. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using 

context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference 

materials, as appropriate. 

12. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

13. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases 

sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; 

demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR WRITING AND LANGUAGE 

Text Types and Purposes 

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly 

and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-

chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/firstamendment/bethel.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0484_0260_ZS.html
http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/avp/cas/comm/free_speech/tinker.html


Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate 

with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and 

accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Conventions of Standard English 

11. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

12. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Overview 

Content Area:                           Broadcast Journalism and Multimedia Production 

Unit Title:                                 Print Media  

Target Course/Grade Level:  9-12 

Unit Summary:  Students will learn the style and content needed for each type of article used in journalistic 

media production.  The articles include news stories, opinion, commentary, and editorials, features, 

entertainment, and sports.  In addition, students will practice interviewing skills, blogging, how to 

incorporate quotes in articles. Peer editing activities will be taught and staff positions will be explained and 

assigned.  Lastly, students will practice uploading articles to the Cardinal News Website.  

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Journalism, Communications, English, and 21st Century Life and 

Careers 

21st century themes:  Media Literacy/Awareness, Current Events 

Unit Rationale 

 

Learning Targets 

To read and write over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of task and purposes pertaining to the media, student 

rights, and legal terminology.  To practice and eventually publish blogs.   

Content Statements 

STANDARD 3.2.12 B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or publication) 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1. Engage in the full writing process by writing daily and for sustained amounts of time.  

2. Analyze and revise writing to improve style, focus and organization, coherence, clarity of 

thought, sophisticated word choice and sentence variety, and subtlety of meaning.  

3. Review and edit work for spelling, usage, clarity, and fluency.  

4. Use the computer and word-processing software to compose, revise, edit, and publish a 

piece.  

5. Publish blogs related to high school news 

6. Critique published works for authenticity and credibility.  

7. Use the responses of others to review content, organization, and usage for publication. 

 Unit Essential Questions 

 What is the role of the media?  What role do 

students have in the media as student-

journalists writing for a school paper? 

 What rights do student-journalists have in a 

school setting?  

 What rights do they have as journalists? 

 What is censorship?  How does it impact the 

high school journalist?  

 Why are blogs important? 

 What constitutes a successful blog? 

 How have blogs changed web publishing? 

 What language is used for blogging? 

 How do you upload articles to a website? 

 How do you build an audience for you blog? 

 How do you incorporate your community 

into your blog? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Students will understand the many components 

of the media and the role of each. 

 Students will learn the rights of a student-

journalist through legal cases, professional 

articles, and laws that protect the journalist.  

 Students will learn about the responsibilities 

they have to themselves, their newspaper, and 

their readers as student-journalists. 

 Students will learn about the purpose, function, 

and language of blogging 

 Students will learn how to blog successfully 

 Students will learn the pitfalls of blogging in 

comparison to print media 

 Students will learn how to build an audience 

and establish credibility 

http://www.riverside.k12.nj.us/teacherwebpages/lmcmonagle/writing.htm?_cpi;cpi_uid=3.2.12.A.3
http://www.riverside.k12.nj.us/teacherwebpages/lmcmonagle/writing.htm?_cpi;cpi_uid=3.2.12.A.3
http://www.riverside.k12.nj.us/teacherwebpages/lmcmonagle/writing.htm?_cpi;cpi_uid=3.2.12.A.4
http://www.riverside.k12.nj.us/teacherwebpages/lmcmonagle/writing.htm?_cpi;cpi_uid=3.2.12.A.5
http://www.riverside.k12.nj.us/teacherwebpages/lmcmonagle/writing.htm?_cpi;cpi_uid=3.2.12.A.5


Unit Learning Targets 

Students will learn the responsibilities and freedoms they have as a student-journalist.  In addition, they will 

study a few cases (Hazelwood School District vs. Kuhlmeier (1988), Tinker vs. Des Moines School District 

(1969), Bethel School District vs. Fraser (1986) to gain further insight into high standards concerning student 

speech, censorship by administration for various reasons, and prohibition against expression of opinion not 

being permissible under the First and Fourteenth Amendments.  Students will have a clear understanding of 

the role of the media in the “real world” and the world they live in as student-journalists.  Students will also 

understand the role of blogging and digital media.  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

 Quizzes 

 Unit test 

 Written/digital articles 

 Debate/Discussion 

 Student blogs, published and unpublished 

Equipment needed:  Internet 

Teacher Resources:  School Newspaper Advisor’s Survival Guide, Writing and Editing School News 

Various professional publications, Journalism Next   

 

Formative Assessments :  ongoing graded writing assignments, ongoing graded blogs 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Plans 

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Content, Gathering News, Blogging, Publishing 

 

10 days 

Lesson 2 

News Story 

 

4 days 

Lesson 3 

Editorial 

 

4 days 

Lesson 4 

Feature Articles 

4 days 

Lesson 5 

Sports 

4 days 

Lesson 6 

The Arts 

4 days 

Lesson 7 

Layouts 

4 days 

Lesson 8 

Editing 

4 days 

Lesson 9 

Headlines 

4 days 

Teacher Notes:  
 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

 



 

 

Unit Overview 
Content Area:                           Broadcast Journalism and Multimedia Production 

Unit Title:                                 The Broadcast Media 

Target Course/Grade Level:  9-12 

Unit Summary:   

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Journalism, Communications, English, and 21st Century Life and 

Careers, Film Production & Studies 

21
st
 century themes:  Media Literacy/Awareness, Current Events 

Unit Rationale:  Students will be able to produce video content for broadcast purposes, from conceptualizing 

a story or film to producing it for distribution. 

Learning Targets 
To read and write over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of task and purposes pertaining to the media, student 

rights, and legal terminology.  To film, edit, record audio, anchor news programs, and produce digital stories 

Content Statements: 

STANDARD 3.2.12 B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or publication) 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
R1.11-12.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 

course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a 

complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

R1.11-12.3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 

individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of a text. 

R1.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines 

the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text. 

R1.11-12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her 

exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, 

and engaging. 

R1.11-12.6 Determine the author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 

particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text 

leaves matters uncertain. 

RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development 

over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to 

produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements 

of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 

characters are introduced and developed). 

RL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is 

particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

L.11-12.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 



 Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and sufficient evidence. 

 Introduce precise, knowledgeable claims, establish the significance of the claims, 

distinguish the claims from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 

logically sequences claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

 Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the 

text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claims and reasons, between 

reasons and evidence, and between claims and counterclaims.   

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 

and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W.11-12.2a Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new 

element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting 

(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

W. 11-12.2b Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 

extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 

appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

W. 11-12.2c Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, 

create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

W. 11-12.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 

and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W. 11-12.2f Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 

or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 

are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of 

Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 11–12 here.) 

W.11-12.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or 

shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or 

information. 

W.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 

when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation. 

W.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 

advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in 

terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to 

maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and 

following a standard format for citation. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12


 Unit Essential Questions 

 What role does broadcasting play in 

journalism? 

 What is the process of putting together a 

broadcast? 

 What are the elements of communication and 

how are they delivered or executed? 

 What is the format concerning a news 

broadcast? 

 What is the format concerning a radio 

broadcast? 

 What are some of the benefits of 

broadcasting?  What are some of the 

dangers? 

 Who are some of the more prominent 

broadcasters in the history of broadcasting? 

 What are the basics of camera and film 

work? 

 How do you record audio correctly? 

 How do you combine audio and still 

photographs? 

 How do you edit with Adobe Premiere? 

 How do you write a script? 

 How do you produce a functioning 

storyboard? 

 How do you conduct an on air interview? 

 How do you anchor a television program? 

 How do you present a finished product? 

 What are the differences between producing 

prerecorded content and live content? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Students will understand the process of 

producing visual, audio, and mixed media 

content. 

 Students will be introduced to prominent 

broadcasters by watching or listening to 

numerous clips. 

 Students will record, watch, and critique their 

own content throughout the unit.  

 Students will learn cinematography, directing, 

and editing. 

 Student will learn and perform all roles 

involved in producing content of various 

mediums. 

 Students will learn to record and edit audio. 

 Students will learn audio basics including 

acoustics and microphone placement. 

 Students will learn video editing and post-

production. 

 Students will collaborate with the Cardinal 

News Team to create feature short films for the 

morning announcements. 

 Students will learn how to produce content 

worthy of broadcast and online publication. 

 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will learn the methods, skills, and terminology associated with producing media content.  Students 

will learn how to adapt their content for various mediums and topics, as well as how to produce content 

worthy of broadcast and/or publication. 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment 

 Quizzes 

 Unit test 

 Written/digital articles 

 Debate/Discussion 

 Recorded news broadcasts 

 Recorded podcasts 

 On air anchor recordings 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Equipment needed: Internet, Recording devices (camera and sound), Adobe Premiere 

Teacher Resources:  

Walter Cronkite: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmOBbxgxKvo 

Dan Rather: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ng3YJJ3LFQk 

Tom Brokaw: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iDN7aQTTr8w 

Peter Jennings: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnCPdLlUgvo 

9/11 Coverage: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5TZpVyvYod4 
Various NPR interviews 

 
Formative Assessments 

Ongoing graded assignments of various topics and 

mediums. 

 

 
 
 

Lesson Plans 
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1  

Reporting, Interviewing and Anchoring 

 

 4 days 

Lesson 2 

Microphone and Camera Technique 

 

4 days 

Lesson 3 

Videotaping and Recording 

 

4 days 

Lesson 4 

 Audio and Podcasts 

6 days 

Lesson 5 

Script Writing & Storyboarding 

4 days 

Lesson 6 

Story Editing  

3 days 

Lesson 7 

Digital Editing and Post-Production 

14 days 

Lesson 8 

Uploading, Posting, and Collaborating with 

morning announcement Cardinal News Team 

4 days 

Teacher Notes:  
 

Curriculum Development Resources 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR READING AND LANGUAGE 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 

specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 

supporting details and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, 

and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of 

the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmOBbxgxKvo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ng3YJJ3LFQk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iDN7aQTTr8w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnCPdLlUgvo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5TZpVyvYod4


Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words.1 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 

reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 

compare the approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

11. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using 

context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference 

materials, as appropriate. 

12. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

13. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases 

sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; 

demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR WRITING AND LANGUAGE 

Text Types and Purposes 

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly 

and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-

chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate 

with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and 

accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Conventions of Standard English 

11. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

12. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

 

 



Unit Overview 
Content Area:                          Broadcast Journalism and Multimedia Production  

Unit Title:                                 Web Design and Promotion 

Target Course/Grade Level:  9-12 

Unit Summary:   

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Journalism, Communications, English, and 21st Century Life and 

Careers, Film Production & Studies 

21
st
 century themes:  Media Literacy/Awareness, Current Events 

Unit Rationale: 

 

Learning Targets 
Learning Targets:  To create, maintain, and promote a Cardinal News website.  To understand web design 

basics and how to build an online audience and maintain a HTML web platform.  To upload photography, 

short films, podcasts, audio, and digital articles. 

Content Statements 

STANDARD 3.2.12 B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or publication) 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

R1.11-12.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 

course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a 

complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

R1.11-12.3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, 

ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of a text. 

R1.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines 

the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text. 

R1.11-12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her 

exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, 

and engaging. 

R1.11-12.6 Determine the author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 

particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text 

leaves matters uncertain. 

RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development 

over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce 

a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements 

of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters 

are introduced and developed). 

RL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly 

fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

L.11-12.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 



W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 

reasoning and sufficient evidence. 

 Introduce precise, knowledgeable claims, establish the significance of the claims, 

distinguish the claims from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 

logically sequences claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

 Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the 

text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claims and reasons, between 

reasons and evidence, and between claims and counterclaims.   

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W.11-12.2a Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new 

element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

W. 11-12.2b Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended 

definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to 

the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

W. 11-12.2c Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, 

create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

W. 11-12.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W. 11-12.2f Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 

or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 

are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language 

standards 1–3 up to and including grades 11–12 here.) 

W.11-12.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or 

shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or 

information. 

W.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a 

self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 

appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of 

the subject under investigation. 

W.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 

advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms 

of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to 

maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and 

following a standard format for citation. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12


 Unit Essential Questions 

 How does a web page work? 

 How do you create a website? 

 How do you upload to a website? 

 How do you build an online audience? 

 How do you advertise and promote your 

material? 

 How do you publish, distribute, and connect 

through microblogging and social media? 

 How do you manage a website? 

 How do you track what you publish? 

 What are the morals and ethical codes of 

conduct for publishing and maintaining a 

website? 

 What is the ownership, copyright and fair use 

rights for digital publishing?  

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Students will understand the basics of web 

design. 

 Students will understand HTML code. 

 Students will apply the elements of online 

promotion. 

 Students will learn how to update and manage 

a website. 

 Students will learn about and use relevant 

social media for journalism. 

 Students will engage in ethical internet 

discourse. 

 Students will understand the ownership, 

copyright and fair use rights. 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will be able to create and maintain a legally and technically savvy website for hosting content and a 

community for that content. 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment  

 Quizzes 

 Unit test 

 Written/digital articles 

 Debate/Discussion 

 Recorded news broadcasts 

 Recorded podcasts 

 On air anchor recordings 

Equipment needed:  Internet, Recording devises (camera and sound), SONY -, Adobe Premiere 

Teacher Resources:  

Walter Cronkite: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmOBbxgxKvo 

Dan Rather: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ng3YJJ3LFQk 

Tom Brokaw: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iDN7aQTTr8w 

Peter Jennings: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnCPdLlUgvo 

9/11 Coverage: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5TZpVyvYod4 
Various NPR interviews 

 
Formative Assessments 

  

Lesson Plans 
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Website Basics 

 

4 days 

Lesson 2 

HTML Code 

 

4 days 

Lesson 3 

Designing a Website 

 

4 days 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmOBbxgxKvo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ng3YJJ3LFQk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iDN7aQTTr8w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnCPdLlUgvo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5TZpVyvYod4


Lesson 4 

Uploading Content to a Website 

6 days 

Lesson 5 

Managing and Maintaining a Website 

4 days 

Lesson 6 

Ethics and Copyright 

3 days 

Lesson 7 

Social Media 

5 days 

Lesson 8 

Building a Digital Community and Promotion 

4 days 

Teacher Notes:  
 

Curriculum Development Resources 

 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR READING AND LANGUAGE 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 

specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 

supporting details and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, 

and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of 

the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words.1 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 

reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 

compare the approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

11. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using 

context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference 

materials, as appropriate. 

12. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

13. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases 

sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; 

demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 

 

 

 

 



ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR WRITING AND LANGUAGE 

Text Types and Purposes 

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly 

and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-

chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate 

with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and 

accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Conventions of Standard English 

11. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

12. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

 

Considerations for classified students: 

Classroom Instruction: 

 All instruction for classified students will be guided by the students’ Individualized 

Education Plan (IEP). 

 Regular education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for 

classified students based on the instructional modifications listed in the IEP. 

 In the case of General Education - Supported Instruction (GE-SI) Classes, the 

special education teacher will be responsible for support in modifying the 

curriculum for the students, informing the class room teacher of the 

modifications, and directing instructional aide(s) to provide support accordingly. 

 Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and special education 

teachers.  

Modifications: 

 Modifications include but are not limited to: 



Extra time for assignments, modified classwork/homework assignments based on 

disability, preferential seating, study guides, copies of class notes, assistive 

technology and rewording/repeating or clarifying directions.   

In-class Assessments 

 All assessments are to be in line with students’ IEPs. In-class support 

teachers should modify tests for classified students. Tests may be given in 

the regular education classroom or completed with the inclusion teacher in 

another location with additional time. Students may be tested separately 

according to the IEP. 

 Assessment grades may be modified based on a student’s disability and in 

accordance with their IEP.   

Considerations for English Language Learners (ELLs): 

CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION: 

 Instruction for ESL students will be guided by their WIDA English Language 

Proficiency level. Teachers should receive this level from the ESL teacher 

assigned to the building. 

 General education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for 

ELLs with the assistance of the ESL teacher that promotes language, literacy 

and content learning. 

 Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP)  

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/  

The following 8 components provide all teachers with lesson planning and 
instructional strategies that support language and learning goals for all students. 
This approach to teaching aligns with preparing students with college and career 
ready skills. 
 The SIOP Model components:  
1. Lesson Preparation  

2. Building Background  

3. Comprehensible Input   

4. Strategies   

5. Interaction   

6. Practice and Application  

7. Lesson Delivery  

8. Review and Assessment 

 In the case of Content-Based ESL (CBE), the ESL teacher and the general 

education teacher will be responsible for identifying language objectives and 

additional instructional strategies that improve proficiency in English and 

academic success of ELLs. Instructional strategies and the necessary scaffolds 

to promote student learning will be shared with the general education teacher for 

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/
http://www.youtube.com/v/o5xK5gP_Tbw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/mTnHonxao70?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/rhYI3w5I0EA?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GjOrFN6PEDg?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/hUrQr4GBg0g?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GGFTlmJmdmw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/sXkCZcPGxwE?version=3&hl=en_US


daily lessons that are aligned to District Curricula, CCSS, and WIDA Standards. 

The general Education teacher and ESL teacher will be co-teachers for a pre-

determined amount of classroom instruction. 

 Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and ESL teachers.  

MODIFICATIONS: The following are possible modifications but are not limited to this 

list. 

 

 Direct instruction, small group or pullout, about the contrasting letter sound 

correspondences, syllabication patterns and morphology in English supported 

with connections to their native language, native language text and/or resources, 

graphic organizers, visuals, sentence starters/ sentence frames, cloze activities, 

modeling, working with a partner, timeline and phrase wall and adapted text (in 

English) or specific sections of the original text, highlighted/bold-faced words 

within text. 

 Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking.  

 Match drawings with new vocabulary that might correspond. 

 Work in small group or pairs with their English Only (EOs) peers for authentic 

content language talk and grade level modeling. 

 Write simple sentences instead of complex sentences that demonstrates an 

understanding of academic language particular to specific content.  

 Match simple sentences with new vocabulary that might apply to edit sentences. 

 Have students provide examples/explanations of main idea in simple sentences. 

Revisions show an attempt to improve Language Control by embedding academic 

content vocabulary and Linguistic Complexity by expanding and varying sentence 

structures and using correct punctuation. 

 Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking about seasonal changes. Match 

drawings with new vocabulary (adjective word wall, content word walls) that might 

correspond. 

 Provide multiple opportunities for authentic speech acts to practice language skills 

and develop English fluency. 

 Total Physical Response (TPR) to model critical thinking skills like analyze and 

synthesize. 

 Study Guides 

 
IN CLASS ASSESSMENTS: 
 

 All formative and summative assessments will include modifications that support 

student’s English Proficiency level. ESL teachers will collaborate with regular 

education teachers to provide appropriate differentiation for assessing ELLs. 

 



Considerations for At Risk Students: 
 

 At Risk students are identified by the I&RS committee in each school. The 

committee woks to understand the reasons behind the student’s low performance 

level in school and to create and implement a plan that is carried out by a variety 

of staff members in the building. 

 Teachers with At Risk students are notified by the I&RS committee and provided 

with a copy of the plan and a timeframe for assessing the growth of the student. 

There are academic as well as behavioral goals that are listed for the students 

with recommended strategies unique to each individual. 

 Classroom teachers are to follow the plan using instructional strategies that will 

help the student improve his/her performance while applying appropriate 

behavioral strategies consistent with the needs of the student. 

 Teachers will report student progress to the I&RS committee within the specified 

timeframe for the plan. 

 
Classroom instruction: 

 Teachers will use differentiated instruction for At Risk students as they do for all 

students in their class. The strategies would be guided by the I&RS plan and be 

consistent with the student’s ability and learning modality.  

Modifications:  

 Clarify all assignments and place specific timeframes for completion. Provide 

student with opportunity for one on one time for clarification. 

 Set clear expectations for all assignments, in and outside of class. Keep 

expectations within the framework of the I&RS plan. 

 Use positive reinforcement for all successes. Hold student to defined 

consequences for not completing work. 

 Provide time outside the normal class time for completion of work. Not 

completing assignments is unacceptable, all assignments will be completed. 

 

 

In Class Assessments: 

 At Risk students should receive any modifications listed in the I&RS plan. If 

necessary, students should be provided with extended time to complete 

assessments. 

Considerations for Gifted Students: 



 Teachers will use differentiated instruction for Gifted Students as they do for all 

students in their class. 

 Assignments and assessments can be planned and implemented with input from 

the student. 

 Gifted students will be provided with the opportunity to demonstrate their 

knowledge through a variety of platforms. 

 Teachers will have the latitude to provide assignments with the individual 

student’s ability in mind.  

 
 


